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HT Message
What a busy first term here at Kingsland! I can't quite

believe we are almost at the October holiday!

A particular highlight this term has been our assembly
yesterday. It was planned and led by members of our
Dyslexia Club with support from Mrs Franklin-Ray. The
assembly was fun, engaging and interactive, with
learners sharing key messages of what dyslexia is, how
they can be supported to overcome barriers and that
Dyslexia is their super power! We were so proud of
our learners for having the confidence to present at
assembly - it was enjoyed by all.

Have a lovely, restful October break when it arrives!
Mrs Strathearn ©
tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk

Staffing Updates
We have welcomed Miss Robertson to P6 ona
Wednesday and Thursday to cover Dr McGilp's
secondment to the Centre for Teaching Excellence.

After the October break, Mrs Scott will return to
teach P4 on a Monday and Tuesday. Thank you to Miss
Robertson who has supported the class while she has
been recovering from her operation.

Our ELC team are currently supporting our colleagues
at Broughton ELC while they recruit for new staff.
Miss Thomson will cover at Broughton on a Monday,
Mrs Ramage on a Tuesday, Miss Murray on a
Wednesday and Mrs Davey on a Thursday. A big thank
you to them for their support.

Pupil Leadership
Over the past few weeks our Sustainable Squad have

been busy. They have been joining online sessions with
Eco Schools Scotland, with a view to renewing our
Green Flag Award. They have carried out an
environmental review and they will be writing their
action plan this week.

Our Play Champions have met with Mrs Istephan and
are working on ideas to promote positive play. They will
shortly be sharing our Play Charter that they have
created.

Spotlight on Attendance
Within Kingsland, and in many schools, there is a
direct correlation between attendance and attainment.
As a school, our attendance aim is 96% across the
year. Our attendance is currently 97%, what a great
start to the year! While it is understandable that
there are times that non-attendance cannot be
avoided, we urge pupils to be in school as much as
possible. The table below shows the impact of time off
and how this equates to lost learning time.

%

SCHOOL DAYS
MISSED

OUTLOOK FOR YOUR
CHILD

Excellent

0 Days

Good

9 days
(1 week and 4
days)

Gives your child the best
chance of success.

Below average

19 days
(4 weeks and 4
days)

Becomes harder for your
child to progress.

Unsatisfactory

27 days
(5 weeks and 3
days)

36 days
(7 weeks and 3
days)

*HALF A TERM
MISSED*

SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS
Harder to make and maintain
friendships

Becomes difficult to catch
up with work

Unacceptable

57 days
11 weeks and 2
days)

*1 WHOLE
TERM MISSED

*

Unacceptable

95 days of
learning missed
(19 weeks)

*2 WHOLE
TERMS
MISSED*

VERY SERIOUS
IMPLICATIONS

Extremely difficult fo catch
up with work.

Difficult transition to High
School / positive destination

Increased risk of social
isolation

Child unlikely to have a
positive view of education

Becomes harder to succeed
in mainstream education

Extremely likely to impact on
confidence, self-esteem
mental health

If you would like some support with attendance, please
contact the school office and they will direct this to
the most appropriate person.
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Education Reform
You may be aware Scotland's education system is
being reformed, this includes the creation of a new
qualifications body, Qualifications Scotland, and a
new education inspectorate, with further changes to
national education public bodies occurring throughout
the upcoming school year. Improvements to the
curriculum and approach to qualifications, and
assessment are also planned in the coming years. This
work will enhance outcomes for children and young
people educated in Scotland with the aim of ensuring
excellence and equity by raising standards and giving
every child and young person the same opportunity to
succeed. Further information can be found on the
Scottish Government's website.

School Lunches
A reminder that school lunches should be booked at
home if you would like your child to have a school
lunch. We will be in touch with those who regularly do
not book lunches to see how we can support. If you

decide that your child is going to have a packed lunch,

please ensure you cancel the lunch that you have
booked. We are trying to keep food waste to a
minimum.

Important Dates

29™ September Dyslexia Awareness Week Scotland
6™ November P1 Dawyck Trip CANCELLED

7™ November P2 Dawyck Trip CANCELLED
7™/8™ October Parent's Evening and Book Fayre
7™ October Flu Vaccinations

8™ October P7 Science Workshop

9™ October Light Lab Workshops for P3 pupils
10™ October Dress Down Day

10™ October Term Ends

20™ October In-Service Day

215" October Learners Return to school
2151-23"4 October P3 Cycle Skills Programme
27™ October Walk to School Week

28™-315" October P3/4 Cycle Skills Programme

30™ October Halloween Disco and Pumpkin
Competition
4™ November Parent Council Meeting

20™ November World Children's Day & Inter-House
Event

27™ November Christmas Fayre

Book Fair
The travelling book fair will arrive in school on Friday
3 October. Children will have the opportunity to visit
the Book Fair during the week with their class, to
browse the book selection. You can also visit the Book
Fair and make purchases from 4pm to 7pm on Tuesday
7™ and Wednesday 8™ October and from 3:30pm-4pm
on Thursday 9™ October. Payments can be made online
or by cash. For every book sold, Kingsland Primary
School earns rewards that we can spend on free books
and resources for our classrooms and library.

Dress Down Day
As you know, we are having a Dress Down Day on the

last day of term (10™ October). The minimum
suggested donation is £1 and this can be paid in cash on
the day or via ParentPay (currently open for donations).
There is no pressure to pay this - if you can't manage, it
is ok to send your child in non-uniform. There are no
checklists.

The money raised will go towards the establishment of
a sensory room and sensory library in school.
Fundraising has been ongoing over the last year for
this. We have applied for grants, held school
fundraisers and have been supported by our Parent
Council. Our aim is to raise £14,000. So far we have
raised £5,000. A fantastic effort. Thank you to
everyone who has contributed so far.

Halloween Party

Our Halloween Party is taking place on 30™ October.
Look out for the poster with timings and further
details. Our Parent Council run this every year, with
money raised being used to support their fundraising
efforts (currently Swimming Lessons and playground
improvements).

The Parent Council are looking for volunteers to watch
over our little witches and warlocks! If you are able to
help at the event, or in getting the hall set up then
please contact them.

P3 Cycle Skills Programme
After the October break, our P3 pupils will be given
the opportunity to take part in a Cycle Skills
Programme with staff from Scottish Borders Council.
This is a new scheme which was piloted last year. It is

similar to the P6 Bikeability programme, although it is
completed in school grounds. The aim is to ensure that
our learners are confident and competent cyclists.
Letters will be issued next week to our P3 learners,
with further details about the programme.
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